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Gordon-Gray, Kathleen Dixon (nee Huntley) (1918-) 
Kathleen Gordon-Gray (n~e Huntley) trained as a botanist at 
Natal Universi ty College. After six years as Senior Science Mis-
tress at Girls' Collegiate School in Pietermaritzburg, she returned 
in 1946 to the University of Natal, where she lectured and con-
ducted research in taxonomy until her retirement as Associate 
Professor in 1978. Since her retirement she has continued to 
actively extend bOlanical knowledge, particularly in the fam ily 
Cyperaceae, and has authored Cyperaceae i ll Natal, and co-
authored numerous publications in the South African Journal of 
Botany. 
She is best known for her numerous publications in the fi eld of 
angiosperm taxonomy, a discipline in which she excels. The 
breadth and depth of her knowledge, her meticulous altention to 
detail, her ability to discern patterns of relationship, her prodi-
gious memory and her integrity as a scienti st are among the 
attributes she brings to this discipline. The field of her botanical 
knowledge extends however far beyond angiosperm taxonomy, 
embracing all groups, extant and extinct, of vascular plants and 
terrestrial non-vascular plants. 
Throughout her academic career she has given unstintingly of 
herself and of her knowledge to her students, inculcating in them 
regard for the disciplines she has taught and imbuing them with 
profound respect for their mentor. She has, in her gentle way, 
always demanded their best from her students and most have 
given it willingly. 
Few can hope to equal her achievements as a botanist and a 
teacher, yet many of her former students now spread over several 
continents have, because of her influence in their formative 
years, become respected botanists. This vo lume of the South 
African Journal of Botany is dedicated to Kath Gordon-Gray in 
recognition of the contribution she has made to Botany in South 
Africa. 
